Shadow of the future                   405
sky The sick man thinks that while there is life there is hope I continued to hope as long as Pom-pey was in Italy Now your letters are my only consolation "
" Csesar was but mortal I" The rapture with which Cicero hailed CsBsar's eventual murder explains too clearly the direction in which his thoughts were already running If the life of Caesar alone stood between his country and the resurrection of the constitution, Cicero might well think, as others have done, that it was better that one man should die rather than the whole nation perish We read the words with sorrow, and yet with pity That Cicero, after his past flatteries of Csesar, after the piaises which he was yet to heap on him, should yet have looked on his assassination as a thing to be desired, throws a saddening light upon his inner nature But the age was sick with a moral plague, and neither strong nor weak, wise nor unwise, bore any antidote against infection